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A postcolonial approach to Ata Nahyee’s “Halala’s Betting Fortune”
Introduction

This paper is an attempt to analyze the Kurdish Novel Halala’s Betting Fortune (2007)
written by Atta Nahayee with reference to postcolonial theory that emerged after the
theory of deconstructionism and embraces several disciplines such as anthropology,
psychology (occupied individuals), women rights and feminism, language, identity,
culture, ... etc. each aspect has its own leading figures such as Edward Said in culture
and identity, Spivac in women rights and feminism, Homi Bhabha in colonizer-
colonized nations. They could establish this method which includes the period after
colonialism when the nation’s lands were occupied. It starts after the occupation to
degrade the colonized nation’s culture and traditions through modifications in the
attitudes of the colonized nation. Post colonialism promotes the invaders’ culture and
traditions and centralizes the European culture (Euro-center). The reflections of this
theme can be easily observed indirectly in migrant literature or among writers who
lived in Western cultures. The Kurdish novel Halala’s Betting Luck has the same
theme when depicts the Eastern man as a woman executioner from a westerners’
viewpoint unconsciously, therefore the novel carries the same message as
colonialism does to centralize culture, traditions and values.
The significance of the study:
Textual analysis to Kurdish novels through the postcolonial theory is not a common
method as it is one of the most up-to-date methods in the world. Therefore, an
analytical study using this method for Kurdish novels is definitely important.
Research method
This research undergoes a descriptive — analytical method.
Limitations of the study
The paper is restricted within the theme of culture and patriarchal system
representations apart from any other aspects observed in the novel such as
anthropology, psychology, or any others. The novel draws connections between both
Eastern and Western cultures and Kurds as any of the Eastern nations shares almost
the same cultural phenomenon and patriarchal system.
The content of the paper
This paper consists of two main parts; the first is mainly the theoretical aspect which
introduces post colonialism as a concept, its theory, principles and the leading
figures. Secondly, a critical study of the novel is presented with reference to the post
colonial theory. Finally, a list of the sources and cited works is attached.
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