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Abstract

In many historical, intellectual, philosophical, linguistic and figh compositions
politics has been touched upon. Even in the advisory letters thinkers and
philosophers addressed to governors along the history of the Islamic
civilization politics was one of the main topics.

This points out to the fact that Moslim philosophers and thinkers have
realized the importance of politics and its role in directing people to the right
path and pushing the authority away from wrong politics. Hence the
significance of this article which title is “Politics and political thought in the
knowledge heritage of the Islamic civilization in the Abbasid period,” which
treats an important topic that affects different aspects of life. Here, the political
thought in Islam is studied as reflected in the intellectual compositions of its
philosophers, as well as revealing the role of Islamic thinkers according to their
political approaches in relation to the authorities, the governors and the people
in general. This topic was not adequately studied, therefore, some think that
the Moslim thinkers have avoided political subjects and that the Islamic
civilization has never had a role in this respect.

The article is divided into two parts: in the first one, the word ‘politics’ is
studied as explained by lexicographers and linguists of the Islamic civilization
from the linguistic and terminological point of view. An attempt has been done
to explain the concept of politics according to Moslim thinkers and reveal the
degree of the Greek thought that influenced them. The differences in the ideal
insights to politics from the insights of other civilizations, particularly the
Greeks has been shown. The article also shows how Moslim thinkers were
influenced by Greeks, and how they transformed the Greek sciences to the
Islamic civilization. We have shown as well, that political thought in Islam has
its distinguishing peculiarities.

The second part is devoted to show the degree politics influenced thinkers
and their role in the society, from the beginning of the Abbasid to the end of
the Mamlik periods. An attempt has been done to explain the political
conceptions during the Abbasid period and we have linked the ideal conflicts
to the emergence of political conflicts in the Islamic history and its reflections in
the Abbasid period. We have tried as well to take examples from different
Islamic writings, for instance the political themes of the writers of the different
political groups and of the kalamis and even of the fagihs occupied by
Imamship subject. Politics by Moslim philosophers has also been touched
upon in addition to the impact of the Greek philosophical thought that
influenced them (Aristotle and Plato). The differences between the two parties
raising from the fact that Moslim philosophers have tried to link political
subjects to the Islamic shari’a, has also been shown.
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