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Abstract
The changes which occurred in Europe from the Fifteenth Century onwards are

regarded as a beginning of the European discovery of the world, and of the
expansion which then led to the process of colonialism. Colonialism had a great
impact on the European Eurocentric way of understanding with regard to the rest of
the world. It was a way of thinking which involved making Europe the centre of
thinking about those parts of the world outside Europe. This involved religion,
ethnicity and race, culture, literature and economics. These provided a European
structure and concepts of knowledge and values which were also the basis of
universal morality. They view the world through the lens of a single culture and
civilisation, by which their concept of European civilisation was the centre of the
world. These pretentious understandings led Europeans to regard themselves as
white, Christian, civilized, masculine, rational, adult and developed. However, their
conception with regard to the rest of the world was the opposite. From their point of
view, others were black or coloured, pagan, barbaric, feminine, over-emotional and
irrational. Therefore, they divided the world into two parts “the west and the rest”.
The idea of Eurocentrism was soon criticised by Marxists and nationalists, but
the problem which they had was that their ideas were not free from elements of the
Eurocentrism discourse. In addition, at this point, some of the postcolonialists began
to criticise and even challenge this understanding of the world and of history.
Therefore, these Eurocentric ideas have been strongly and logically criticized by
postcolonial theorists. This essay will describe the postcolonial theorist’s aims and
ideas, and will then illustrate how such theorists challenged Eurocentric
understandings of history in terms of race, Orientalism and Subaltern Studies.

Vol.3 No.7 (2016) ¢yel, 535005 (5,38 wa



