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Abstract

This study aims to shed light on the role of the Kurds in internal affairs of the State of the
Umayyad Caliphate as well as the conflicts of the Caliphate with the Khawarje, Shia Islam,
and Abdulla bin Zubair from (11 to V&-AD). It also explores the Kurds’ role in the conflicts
among those parties. The role of the Kurds in external affairs or in Islamic conquests in that
period even in the confrontations between the Umayyad dynasty and the Byzantine Empire —
is ignored.

In order to access the facts about those events and address the depth of the conflicts, a
number of sources and references in Arabic, Persian, and Kurdish have been adopted. First, a
discussion of the emergence of the State of the Umayyad Caliphate, the definition of their
state, the most important successors and some features of their time is provided. Second, the
most notable Islamic sects in the period and each category of the Khawarje and Shia
followers and supporters of Abdullah bin Zubair, the main opponents of Umayyad
Caliphate, have been pointed out. Next the role of the Kurds in that time and their presence
in the events and internal conflicts between those groups and the state has been addressed.
Being a non-Arab component of the Caliphate, the Kurds —also known as Mawali like other
non-Arabs — managed to gain support for both the Caliphate and its opponents.

To avoid any confusion, the events have been presented chronologically. An appendix

and the list of references follow the conclusion.
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