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Jean-Marc Coicaud, Legitimacy and Politics: A Contribution to the Study of Political Right and Political
Responsibility, translated and edited by David Ames Curtis, First published, Cambridge University Press, 2002,
pp.10-12.
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Allen Buchanan, Political Legitimacy and Democracy, Ethics - The University of Chicago Press,

Vol. 112, No. 4, (July 2002), pp. 689-719. See also: Seymour Martin Lipset, op. cit, pp. 77-96.
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Abstract

The political legitimacy is relating to all political authorities acceptable to
citizens and confirmed their obedience to them, because they match with their
social values, and practiced in their own interest as well. Therefore, the
accepting of authority by people is a core of the legitimacy, thus, the rulers
always try to achieve political legitimacy to their authority, because they are
considered as an important and necessary principle to ensure the stability of the
political power. However, to ensure the achievement of the legitimacy and the
sustained impose the authority or rulers have to respect the principle of legality.
This leads rulers to obey a law as well as citizens do. In other words, political
legitimacy has not achieved unless the rulers obey to the rule of law (principle of
legality), and the obedience of law has not accomplished without legitimacy of
political authority, and perhaps this is due to the fear of the rulers of the loss of
the political legitimacy. The organic correlation between political legitimacy and
legality has a very significant role in strengthening the basic of the political
system and the legal system in the state, which leads eventually to the
establishment of the rule of law.
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