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Abstract
Spatial Expansion of Koya (A Study in Urban Geography)

Urbanization and spatial expansion of urban centers is a global phenomenon taking
place in all the world's cities, towns belonging to both the developed countries and
developing countries, although to varying degrees, as the developed countries have
experienced this phenomenon earlier compared with other developing countries, as it
coincided with the industrial revolution.

In the developing countries, however, the urbanization and spatial expansion process
of cities has begun in the mid-twentieth century or beyond, as most of the developing
countries have achieved independence and got rid of colonialism and embarked on the
implementation of development plans, which had clear implications for the process of
urbanization and urban expansion and areal to those cities.

Cities in Kurdistan Region of Iraq have witnessed urbanization and spatial expansion
that aroused the interest of specialists and namely Cerographists, and Koya city is no
exception, as this has been associated with the growth in economic and social activity
and high population growth rates in addition to the social factors that have resulted in
an increase in the populated area in the city and increased demand on land use, to cope
with such a large expansion.

Koya City is one of the important cities in Kurdistan and has a long history. It
evolved at the fronts of Heypet Sultan and Bawage mounts, mediating between the
three provinces in the region, namely Arbil and Sulaymaniyah and Kirkuk. Koya city
expanded during the period (1947-2013) in a different way and in multiple directions.
During the 1980s, Koya experienced population growth, urbanization and ample job
opportunities. The major expansion, however, occurred after 2003. Therefore, this
study aims at determining how growth, spatial expansion, and development of the city
took place to determine the overall shape of the scheme and pattern of the current urban
land uses in addition to the knowledge of the change in shape of the city and the
functions that impact on its morphology.

The study area includes the city of Koya with an area of (1261.46) hectares of urban
space in (2013). Although the expansion that has occurred in the study area where the
number of quarters reached (28), with a population of (65,612) people. The study also
provides a temporal diachronic dimension of the city, tracing Koya from the very
beginning of its emergence till (2013) as the city turned into a large urban center.
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