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Summary

The Kurdish issue came into view from the middle of the nineteenth century. This was coincided
with the weakness that befell the Ottoman Empire. Later this issue witnessed more development
when the struggle of the superpowers of that time started for dividing the inheritance territories of
that Empire. After San Remo Conference in (1920) and pursuant to Sykes —Picot Agreement in
1916, the western and southwestern Kurdistan was attached to Mesopotamia and Syria. In 1920 and
during signing the Anglo- French treaty that determined the Iraqi and Syrian territories to be put
under their mandate, the term of Western Kurdistan (West of Kurdistan) came into use, i.e. the part
of Kurdistan that attached to Syria. This part of the northern Kurdistan was finally became a part of
Syria which was mandated by France. The signatory of border demarcation agreement made by
France and the Ottoman State took place in 1921 to include the Kurdish districts of Al-Jazira,
Kobani and Afrin. This was the first dealing of the Kurds with a formal Syrian entity which
suddenly became a new state that ruled the country and imposed its control on Kurds, while they
were in search for their distinctive identity. In 1920, under the command of (Ibrahim Hanano), the
Kurds revolted against the hostile treatment of the French military forces, but soon their uprising
was suppressed. Three years later some Kurdish tribes that lived in Biandor village, near Qamishlo,
rose against the assaults of the French forces on the citizens of that village and its surroundings. The
French authorities did not respond to the Kurdish claims; on the contrary, they neglected all the
national rights of Kurdish people. Even there was no mention of Kurds in any articles of the Syrian
constitution that set by the constituent assembly in 1928 .

Despite the ethnic suppression of the Kurds by the French authorities, the Kurdish political circles
in the Western Kurdistan witnessed a significant progress during the late twentieth and the thirtieth
of the last century. As an instance, a number of intellectual Kurds in Aleppo established Kurdistan
Assembly in 1925, and then the Syrian Kurds established a political party named Khoyibun"
Independence". In 1930, another group of intellectual Kurds established a cultural and political
organization named Hawar and Runahi Magazine Group. Two years later a Society for Cooperation
and Assistance of Kurdish Needy People was established. In 1937, Hevi Society was established
and a year later some other intellectual Kurds established Kurdish Youth Club in Amouda. In the
same year Kurdistan Club was also established .

All the above mentioned cultural and political organizations were established by prominent Kurdish
personalities in Syria such as: Jaladat Badr Khan, Hajo Agha Haverki, Othman Sabri, Nuraddin
Zaza, Jgarkhwen, Ahmed Amin Parikhan, Ali Abdi, Hasan Agha, and Ahmed Nafith Beg.

Of course, those organizations had a great effect in promoting the national struggle of the Syrian
Kurds and paved the way to the uprisings that took place in Jazira and Amouda in 1937
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