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Abstract

This research is divided in to three related elements on Dewey’s thought, in the bound of
liberal democratic society, however, analytically goes beyond Dewey’s pragmatic philosophy
to elaborate these three elements as one theory. In the first point we read the Dewey’s
instrumental and naturalistic view which 1s concentrate on that, the ideas or theories are
behave like an instrument to manipulate, changes or develops the real state of human life.
Any ideas that cannot behave as an instrument and cannot be used to fix human problems,
then cannot be seen as useful for human life. It means that, the ideas and theories are valuable
and deserve to preoccupation with until they serve the real state of humanity. Ideas and
theories, when they can’t be used to change the real state, even if, in appearances look like
good and plausible, but practically they are paralyzed and sometime became an impediment.
The second topic is Democracy and education. Both together are the central idea in Dewey’s
thought; mostly, they are functions as two influential instruments to manipulate and develop
the real state of life; deserve to think about and use them for positive change the current
situation. These two ideas are related to each other and complete one another. As well as,
they can push human life to a superior position, because in education, the values and
democratic experiences can be transmitted from one generation to another.

As a final point of this research, we suggest that liberalism and freedom of individual in the
bound of democratic society are related to this topic, because it is impossible to ignore
Dewey’s critic of classical liberalism. These critics became the start point of Dewey’s
pragmatic thought about individual freedom and how they acknowledge its rights and duties
inside democratic society. For Dewey this freedom is not unconditional freedom which is
promoted in classical liberalism, because it extended to economic monopole, but it is a
systematic freedom that individual should realize its right and duties gradually and mutually

inside social groups and civil society organizations in the bound of democratic society.
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