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Abstract

The law of the strongest hasappeared in the phonetic studies of the westerns
through the work of the French linguist Maurice Grammont in 1895. He
envisages that the phonetic phenomena that involve changing one phoneme
with another like similarity, difference, and spatial flipping etc. are all governed
by the law of the strongest. The law states that the strongest phoneme controls
the weakest one. The strength of the phoneme is explained depending on the
place of the phoneme which means that it is not related to the phoneme itself
but to its place.

Significantly, the phoneme that comes at the beginning of the syllable is

stronger than the one at the end. Therefore, the weakest phoneme is more
likely to be replaced or changed. This theory originally belongs to the Arabic
language heritage . It was firstmentioned by Sibaway,lbin-Jeni, and others who
discussed assimilation. It is said that the weakest phoneme is to be assimilated.
Al Tajweed scholars elaborate more on the main points of strength and
weakness of the phonemes. Maki Ibin-Abi-Taleb Al-Qaisi presents a section on
this topic and it is entitled ( A section on Knowing strongand weak letters) and
so Al-Sheikh Mohammed Al-M'arshi and others of Al-Tajweed scholars do.
The study tries to discuss the principles of the theory and to show its effect on
western studies. Also, it shows the most directed criticismsand to acknowledge
the efforts of the ancient Arabic language scholars on the strength and
weakness of phonemes. It is primarilyplanned to divide the study into two
sections. The first deals with the efforts of the Arabic language scholars in
identifying the strength and weakness of phonemes, while the second focuses
on the theory of the strongest by Maurice Grammont and its effects on
western studies.
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