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Abstract

The present paper dwells on the inflectional rhythmic foregrounding in
Al-Mutannaby's poetry. Such foregrounding is regarded as an aesthetic means
that a poet depends on as a creative language style. This style is referred to by
researchers as deviation from the norm which is the essence of language
creativity based on the difference between language and speech, in which the
latter is considered as the deviated form of the former. Thus, such deviated
pattern prevails in a poem or a literary text that is characterized by technicality.

The inflectional foregrounding is therefore taken as a modern technique
from which language derives its permanence and use, and it relies on different
disciplines such as: morphology, phonetics, rhetorical concepts, semantics, in
addition to the pragmatic concepts that bridges the relation between the
addressee's environment and the source speech. Thus, the inflectional meaning
adopted by Al Mutannaby is elicited from his use of deviation from one form to
another for metrical purposes, and for illustrating his intentions through his
abnormal linguistic styles. His style is characterized as such as he is the most
prominent Arabic poets that owns a glorious literary achievement, and his works
are more subject to studying and researching. Meter is thus regarded as one
component of rhythm not the whole of it. Both depend on unreferential
categories like keeping a sound system in which sounds are cohered either
respectively or in parallelism. This means the rhythm concept is like a garment
which involves both the meter and the internal rhythm of the lines in a poem.

The flexibility of rthythm in respect to Al-Khalil metric pattern accurately
reflects the successiveness of moves and pauses in Arabic words, hence, we find
that in a metered verse there is such a rhythm that tickles the ear and adheres to
the mind for its appropriateness, well-formed structure, and balanced parts.
When the appropriate meter, meaning, and pronunciation are coalesced, the
verse will be in its accurate form. Hence, at the beginning of the research we
started with a theoretical idea about this concept, evidenced it with examples
taken from Mutannaby's verse, and analyzed its rhythmic structure which
supports our perspective.
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