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The Effects of Transforming Sulaymani Cigarette Factory to a Cultural Center on the
City of Sulaymani

In this research study, | will discuss the significance and gravity of transforming the
Cigarette Factor in Sulaymani to a cultural centre, and also elaborate on the effects
of such a cultural project on the growth and development of the city of Sulaymani.
Considering that Sulaymani is known to be more of a cultural city in comparison to
other cities in southern Kurdistan with an immense cultural capital, the Kurdistan
Parliament on December 03 2012 recognized Sulaymani as the Cultural Capital of
Kurdistan Region. During the development phase of Sulaymani and more specifically
in the 1990s, it is clear that the cultural identity of Sulaymani was not seriously
focused on. Consequently the city underwent an unplanned expansion that had great
impact on the heritage areas of the city to a point where most of them were
destroyed and disappeared. Adding to that, such unplanned expansion resulted in
diverting the economy of Sulaymani toward a complete dependency on oil revenues.
One of the many ideas that could be worked on is the renovation of the the Cigarette
Factory in Sulaymani, that has been out of commission for several years, and
transforming it to a cultural centre. The goal of this project is to provide a nurturing
space where creative minds can materialize their ideas, and also an engine
promoting the development of cultural economy - the latter plays an important role in
the economy of western cities. Hence, this research study will focus on presenting a
model, a pilot project, for cultural management in the city of Sulaymani. Moreover,
this pilot project will help to utilize an abundance of cultural resources available to
developing a cultural economy in the city of Sulaymani. Last but not least,
transforming the Cigarette Factory to a cultural centre can be a main factor in the
ﬁrowth of a cultural economy in Sulaymani.
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