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Abstract
The implementation of banning Hijab
In the Kurdish inhabited areas during the first Pahlavi’s rule

One of the policies of Iran’s central government during Rezah Shah
Pahlavi’s rule was the policy of modernization in its strict Western sense.
Transformation in Iran’s socio-cultural sphere was central to Reza Shah’s
modernization project. To this end< he pursued different policies and used
various means. One of the cultural policies was the prohibition of Hijab (veil)
for women. The state enforced this policy in different ways across the country.
However« the implementation and the enforcement of the policy engendered
different reactions in various parts of Iran. This research analyses the reaction
of the Kurdish inhabited areas of Iran to the first Pahlavi state’s policies of
banning of Hijab. The study aims to answer a number of questions« including:
what was the policy of imposing banning of Hijab and how did the state
implement it? How did the Kurds understand the policy? The research adopts a
historical-analytical approach and depends on printed government document and
memos« newspapers« and historical texts that deal with the government policy of
dress codes and clothing in the period under study. The research concludes that
the state< in pursuit of its cultural transformation policy through prohibiting
Hijab« relied on several tools and mechanisms including the manipulation of

religion« education« and coercion.
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